
1

NM EPSCoR Quick Facts
•	 Current	PI:	William	Michener,	PhD
•	 Website:	http://www.nmepscor.org
•	 Duration:	The	award	began	September	1,	2008	and	continues	for	5	years
•	 Project	Sponsor:	The	National	Science	Foundation	(NSF)
•	 Project	Amount:	$15	million	for	RII	3	
•	 Department/College:	Based	out	of	the	Office	of	the	Vice	President	for	Research		

&	Economic	Development	at	the	University	of	New	Mexico	(UNM)
•	 Research	efforts	are	located	at	UNM,	New	Mexico	State	University	(NMSU),	

New	Mexico	Tech	(NMT),	and	New	Mexico	Highlands	University	(NMHU)

•	 NSF	funded	since	2001
•	 Multi-institutional,	multi-disciplinary	research	project	with	diverse	researchers
•	 Trusted	to	foster	collaboration	and	cooperation	within	and	across	academic	

institutions

NM EPSCoR iS:

•	 Spearheaded	the	development	of	Technology	21,	NM’s	State	Science	and		
Technology	Plan,	an	effort	initiated	by	Garrey	Carruthers	and	Jack	Jekowski,		
and	brought	to	fruition	in	2009	by	Dr.	Tom	Bowles	and	Stephan	Helgesen

•	 Brought	$30	million	in	direct	NSF	funding	and	over	$50	million	in	NSF	
co-funded	projects	to	New	Mexico

•	 Extended	and	improved	research	infrastructure	and	capacity	throughout	
the	state	to	achieve	a	level	of	parity	with	other	states	throughout	the	region

•	 Provided	innovative	STEM	education	opportunities	for	K-12,	undergraduate,		
graduate	students,	and	citizens

NM EPSCoR haS:

Climate Impacts on New Mexico’s Mountain Sources of Water

NM EPSCoR is working to provide the critical gap infrastructure, 
computational support and education and outreach opportunities 
that foster excellence in climate change research and  
collaboration. 

NM EPSCoR has filled in “gaps” in the climate observation network, 
especially in rural, underserved communities, including the Navajo 
Nation. Strong collaborative efforts across institutions are leading to 
enhanced modeling of hydrologic systems as well as interdisciplinary 
studies of water chemistry in key watersheds. Researchers are  
working with local water managers of acequia systems to study  
and revise water-sharing agreements using EPSCoR-generated data.  
Infrastructure seed awards are enabling smaller minority-serving  
universities to engage their students in environmental science research. 

Research Infrastructure

Drawing upon New Mexico’s rich diversity, NM EPSCoR connects  
research with education for K-12 teachers, undergraduate  
and graduate students, as well as the public. High school teachers  
participate in an intensive summer field institute at one of the 
NM EPSCoR research sites. Undergraduate students from non-
research institutions with high minority student populations work 
side-by-side with EPSCoR researchers through summer research 
experiences, and graduate students participate in High Performance 
Computing and climate modeling training that they can apply to 
their research activities. NM EPSCoR researchers have partnered 
with the NM Museum of Natural History and Science to develop an 
exhibit to communicate climate research to the museum’s quarter 
million annual visitors.

Human Infrastructure

By providing improvements to environments that connect data, 
computers, and people, NM EPSCoR is advancing our ability to 
observe and simulate mountain hydrological processes and their 
susceptibility to climate change. NM EPSCoR has developed  
a scalable infrastructure for flexible data and information delivery 
that provides access to environmental data to researchers, educators,  
and policy-makers.

Cyberinfrastructure
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