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Interested in Applying for a 2009 CARE Grant?
The 2009 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency CARE Cooperative Agreement Request for Proposals (RFP) is now available on-line at:   http://www.epa.gov/air/grants_funding.html#0902 
This year the application time line is almost 3 months and the deadline is March 16, 2009 
The CARE website has additional information related to the CARE RFP, including our upcoming Q&A Webcasts, so also visit:  http://www.epa.gov/CARE 
About the CARE RFP   
Around $3 million will be available in 2009 to support community-based partnerships to reduce pollution at the local level through the Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) program. 
EPA anticipates awarding CARE cooperative agreements in two levels. Level I cooperative agreements range from $75,000 to $100,000 and will help establish community-based partnerships to develop local environmental priorities. Level II awards, ranging from $150,000 to $300,000 each, will support communities which have established broad-based partnerships, have identified the priority toxic risks in the community, and are prepared to measure results, implement risk reduction activities, and become self-sustaining. In 2008, $2.7 million in cooperative agreements were made available to more than 18 communities through the CARE program, a community-based, community-driven program that builds partnerships to help the public understand and reduce toxic risks from numerous sources. Examples of projects include addressing abandoned, contaminated industrial and residential properties in Gary, Ind., dealing with agriculture-related toxics in Yakima County, Wash., and reducing air emissions from diesel trucks and buses in Woonsocket, R.I. Since 2005, the grants to reduce toxics in the environment have reached over 60 communities in over 30  states. 
Applications for the CARE grants are due March 16, 2009. Eligible applicants include county and local governments, tribes, non-profit organizations and universities. EPA will conduct three conference calls, Feb. 3, 24 and 27, for prospective applicants to ask questions about the application process. 
Additional information about the CARE program, previous cooperative agreement recipients, and applying for the 2009 grants is available at: http://www.epa.gov/care 

************************************************************* 
CARE Request for Proposals Q&A Webcast 
(also available on http://www.epa.gov/care) 
The CARE program will conduct three national information sessions for cooperative agreement applicants via national Internet seminars, or Webcasts, in January and February 2009.   
February 3, 2009 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. eastern time 
February 24, 2009 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. eastern time
February 27, 2009 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. eastern time 
To register for the upcoming CARE Internet Seminar for either of the above dates, please go to: http://www.cluin.org/studio/seminar.cfm  

Tom’s of Maine Wants your River Video in 2008
Tom’s of Maine is running a video contest on YouTube this year. They are asking folks to tell stories of how they are making a difference for rivers and watersheds, and the grand prize is a Toyota Prius Hybrid. Many people are working to make a difference for rivers and watersheds, and their stories will prove the best inspiration to get others involved.
Join the “River Stories” YouTube group. You need to be a member of YouTube to do this, but signing up takes about three minutes. Once you’ve registered (http://www.youtube.com/signup) and signed in, go to http://www.youtube.com/group/riverstories to join the group.
Post your videos! Whether official contest entries or not, it would be great to get a few more videos going on the site. If you have any already created, please feel free to post them so we can share them with others.
One last note, if you end up entering the contest yourself, don’t forget the additional step of registering at www.tomsofmaine.com/savingrivers. 

Fantastic new funding source.
Teachers fillout a simple application online for a project grant to get supplies. Anonymous donors choose what projects to fund. Donors receive thank you notes and pictures. A brilliant and successful program for those environmental projects requiring kits or equipment.
www.donorschoose.org/homepage/main.html

An Outdoor Classroom Grant Program - Don’t miss out!
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation, International Paper and National Geographic Explorer! classroom magazine have partnered to create an outdoor classroom grant program to provide schools with additional resources to improve their science curriculum by engaging students in hands-on experiences outside the traditional classroom. All K-12 public schools in the United States are welcome to apply.
This school year, the program will award grants up to $2,000 to at least 100 schools. In some cases, grants for up to $20,000 may be awarded to schools or school districts with major outdoor classroom projects. The grants can be used to build a new outdoor classroom or to enhance a current outdoor classroom at the school.
This program only considers outdoor classroom proposals. Please submit all other grant proposals for community improvement projects and K-12 public school initiatives to the Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation at www.lowes.com/community.
Click here to begin your online grant application.

Classroom Grants for Enviro-ed
Classroom Grants for Enviro-ed with a Virginia emphasis on mandated meaningful watershed experience but lots of new and continuing sponsorships for other states too! Take a look at an awesome variety of grants available for individual students, classrooms, non-profits, school districts, nature centers, museums, etc. Provided by the:
Virginia Naturally
c/o Department of Environmental Quality
Virginia Naturally Coordinator
PO Box 10009
Richmond, VA 23240
tel: 804-698-4235
fax: 804-698-4533.
http://www.vanaturally.com/grants.html

California benefits from the Whales Tail Grant Program which supports projects up to $50,000.
This program focuses on funding programs that “teach California’s children and the general public to value and take action to improve the health of the state’s marine and coastal resources”. For more information about these grants, check out:
http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/pendx.html

Grant Writing Tips and Links
Environmental Education Grants listed on North American Association for Environmental Education
http://eelink.net/grants-eespecificresources.html
EPA Environmental Education Grant Program- Visit this site in late summer or fall for grants with submission deadlines usually in January; grant writing tutorial with examples
http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/grants.html
Now take a look at some grant writing tutorials. These links are excellent detailed resources:
http://www.epa.gov/seahome/grants.html
http://www.carolina.com/grants/index.asp
http://www.mcf.org/mcf/grant/writing.htm
http://7-12educators.about.com/library/weekly/aa061500a.htm

Tellabs Foundation Environment Grants
· Support programs to encourage understanding and protection of environment 
· Primarily for institutions that allocate funds to local/national protection or improvement programs 
· Focus on public health, clean air, clean water, recycling, waste reduction 
More information: www.tellabs.com/about/foundation.shtml

At the 2002 National Science Teachers' Association Conference in San Diego, Jim Calaway (Grant Writing for the Classroom Teacher) said "If I can do $1.5 million in grants and help hundreds of teachers get millions of dollars, then you can get grant money for your school, class, or project. Everyone sees the world through their value glasses according to Festinger's theory. Also, we speak "EDUCATIONESE" and many people who give money to education still do not understand our abbreviations and lingo. Ideas are a premium, then you have a plan, then you write the plan down. Once you write down your idea, the grant writing process begins. Now we find the money."
Most important considerations:
1. Match the grant to your idea. Search the recommended fund sources websites listed here for topics that fit with your project ideas. 
2. Write the grant as the instructions mandate, not one dot or title otherwise. 
3. Apply in July and August for a year in advance. 
4. Small grants create larger grants. Many grants, especially the larger amounts, require in-kind money. This is money you would have had to spend if it wasn't donated. If teachers donate their time, this is in-kind money. Calculate the teacher's time based on a fair hourly rate. If you get TV or radio coverage donation, use the going rate, e.g., $64 per second for any TV coverage. Other in-kind resources are donated materials and tools, financial donations, and matching funds. Start your search at the local level, followed by regional, state, and finally national. 
5. Abstracts become the place that make or break you. Succinctly establish goals with enthusiasm structured with sequential flow. Be sure to quote them back their mission statement as part of your goals. 
6. General strategies for monitoring and restoration proposals: Show how the project will lead to additional action, projects, and future grants. Do your homework on the rules and procedures and philosophy of the funder. Be clear on your rationale, e.g., why these sites or volunteers, this equipment, protocol. Outline the key players. 
7. If you are approved or declined, always ask why. 
If you want to talk to a grant writing consultant and biology teacher in person, contact James Calaway (jcalaway@lcisp.com). Jim has helped hundreds of teachers find millions of dollars and does Grant Writing Seminars and In-Service workshops for K-12. He is a 9th Grade Biology teacher at MacArthur Jr. High School, in Lawton, OK.

EPA Makes it easier to find FUNDING Sources for Watershed Protection ON-LINE.
EPA has recently updated the Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection. This Catalog is now online as an easy to use, searchable Web site. The Web site provides information for watershed practitioners and others on 84 Federal funding sources that may be available to help fund various watershed-related projects. To view the Web site, go to: http://www.epa.gov/watershedfunding.

Funding for Kids in Science
While local funding to add resources to your science department may be trickling in there is another way to enrich your students without reaching into your own pocket. Local service organizations are not normally contributors to school budgets, but when students are part of a club or activity that takes place outside the classroom there are some options. One of the champions for supporting children is Optimist International whose members abide by the motto "Friends of Youth". Here is a proposed outline to follow:
1. Go to the following website www.optimist.org and find your local club. 
2. Find a core group of students prepared to monitor a local body of water. Visit the LaMotte website www.lamotte.com and call the technical service department (800-344-3100) to assist you in determining what LaMotte test kits would achieve your goals. 
3. Call the local contact on the internet and let them know your plans for a student monitoring program and offer to present a request. 
4. Visit the Optimist Club event with at least one student who can communicate the important project goals. Offer to report test results on an annual basis. 
5. Give them two choices in the low to mid price range ($100 to $250+) and await their decision. It may take several weeks for their board to meet and allocate the funding to groups requesting assistance. 
Note: A well conceived plan with student involvement can go a long way to provide a lasting relationship with a local service organization. They raise money specifically to help contribute to the development of youth. One final word is if you like what you see go ahead and join!
Go to National Science Teachers Association Website for a list of current grants: http://www.nsta.org

More State-Specific Classroom Grants
Up-to-date list of grant opportunities, some national and some are North Carolina specific: http://www.eenorthcarolina.org/research/grants.htm.

	
Funder's Forum
Click here for an up-to-date list of grant opportunities:
Funder's Forum (PDF)
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