Plant Canopy Monitoring Data Sheet

Monitoring Site: 





Date: 





Transect Number: 






Observer: 
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S = Soil






DT = Dead Tree

L = Litter (Non-living organic matter: 


DS = Dead Shrub

down leaves, fallen branches,


DF = Dead Forb or Flower

twigs or stems, or animal droppings)

DG = Dead Grass

R = Rock






C = Cyanobacterial crust

LIC = Lichen






M = Moss

FUN = Fungus
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Notes:

Plant Code List

	Code
	Scientific Name
	Common Name

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Summary Data Sheet

Vegetative Canopy:

1.
% Vegetative Cover:



A.  Number of Rows with any Living Plant: 







B.  Total Number of Rows: 









C.  (A ÷ B) x 100 = 




% Vegetative Cover

2.
Plant Groups (% Grass, % Shrubs, % Trees, % Forbs):


D.  Number of Rows with any Living Grass: 






E.  (D ÷ B) x 100 = 





% Grass




F. Number of Rows with any Living Shrub: 







G.  (F ÷ B) x 100 = 





% Shrubs




H. Number of Rows with any Living Tree: 







I.  (H ÷ B) x 100 = 





% Trees




J. Number of Rows with any Living Flower: 







K.  (J ÷ B) x 100 = 





% Forbs


3.
% Bare Soil and % Litter:



L. Number of Rows with Soil or Rock only 

(no plants or litter): 








M. (L ÷ B) x 100 = 





% Bare Soil




N. Number of Rows with any Litter: 







O.  (N ÷ B) x 100 = 





% Litter

4.
Canopy Height:

P.  Sum of all canopy heights: 







Q.  (P ÷ B) = 





Average Canopy Height

R.  Canopy Height may also be calculated by species by finding the sum of all heights for a particular species and dividing by the total number of rows for that species.

Species Cover:

	Plant Name
	No. of Rows in which Plant Occurs
	
	Total Number of Rows
	
	% Cover
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Drop the pin flag/monitoring rod straight down at each sampling point.


Record from the top down.


Record anything that touches the pin flag, including plants, soil, litter and rocks.


Use the code in the Plant Code List.


If the pin flag/rod touches the same species twice in one row, only record it once.
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