Water Quality Intro Questions
Names ____________________

Pd. _____      ____________________

In pairs, discuss each question below, then write a response.

1. Describe a water source (lake, river, pond, etc.) you have seen, that was “high quality”, and 
explain what made it high quality, to you. [both partners should write their own response]

2. How could water quality (‘excellent’ vs. ‘OK’, ‘poor’, etc.) be determined by testing for the levels of 
different chemicals in the water?

3. How could the area in which a water source (river, etc.) is located contribute to its water quality, in 
terms of chemical pollutants (or lack of)?

4. What could a survey of the types of insect life living in a river tell you about the general level of 
water quality? Be specific in your answer (& consider how pollutant levels could play a role).

5. What might the different types of plant life growing along a river’s bank tell you, about water 
quality? Explain fully, please.
